Gram staining is a common technique to differentiate Gram positive and Gram negative bacteria. 
Introduction:
In most instances, the initial identification and classification of unknown bacteria is done by Gram staining. Overdecolorization of Gram positive bacteria and poor decolorization of Gram negative bacteria are the major drawbacks with this technique. Factors like composition of culture medium, age of culture and antibiotic treatment can affect the Gram positive bacteria by fast decolourization. 
Materials and Methods:
A total 300 various bacterial isolates were collected from the different positive cultures analysed in the Department of Microbiology, Academy of Medical Sciences, Pariyaram. They were analysed for its bacterial identification using Gram stain. KOH string test and Vancomycin susceptibility test were done for all the isolates. Gram staining: Crystal violet stain was added to the smear for one minute. Then it was washed under tap water and Gram's iodine was added for one minute. Again after washing under tap water, it was exposed to acetone for decolorization and then washed immediately with tap water. Then, dilute carbol fuchsin was added as counter stain and washed after 30seconds. After drying, microscopic examination was done under oil immersion objective to 
